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It is God's will and pleasure that different people should speak different
tongues and when a Tamil and Telugu meet at a tank and with all the
good intention of helping, the Tamil warns the Telugu not to enter it as
there are leeches in the tank, unheeding the advice the Telugu stays in the tank
and is bitten by the leeches. Accusing the Tamil that he intended him to
be killed the Teiugu quarrels with the Tamil. The quarrel about customs
of different regions is similar to the above incident. All these things are
acts of God willed at his pleasure.
This town Baleswar is twice as big as the town Jeleswar which I left
the other day.    Collector,    Magistrate    and    other    officials    are    here.
The boundary of Medinipur district ends with the river Suvarna Rekha and
therefrom  starts Baleswar district and the Oriya country.    I think   Bengal
Gauda country extends from the river Jalangi to the river Suvarna Rekha.
Today we crossed the river Kulali near this town Baleswar.    As the sea is
just about two miles away from this  river, the  effects of ebb and flow are
felt here.   When in flow, this river is to be crossed, by boats.    Two miles
away from this place there is a Seashore town named  Ghoodamani.    Mer-
chants procure rice from Baleswar and other commodities from different
places and export in boats to   different parts including south.    Oriya letters
are etched on the badges of police constables here. Oriya letters are similar
to Telugu.  Oriya women are short but are pretty and males are not as weak-
faced as the Bengalis.    I halted at this place and stayed in the choultry being
maintained by the East India Company.    There is a   toll gate on the  bank
of the river here.    Checking of luggage of the travellers is compulsory here.
12th Jww,1831
Getting up at one thirty on the morning of Sunday the twelfth we
started for a place called Soorang eighteen miles from here and arrived there
by nine. Of my three palanquins, I had to engage twenty bearers for two
palanquins. As they are not adept in walking one behind the other moring
the steps rhythmically and as they are not strong enough to bear the heat of
the sun, I had to start at so early an hour and walk. There is a road on our
way just as yesterday. This is also clayey sand soil. An hour's distance
right from this place to the right of Baleswar the mountain range ofVindhya
is converging into the sea. On the way today we saw at a distance of two milcrs
from Baleswar a tax permit post. The Collector and Magistrate Mr. Ricket
stationed here sent a peon to attend upon me and so we proceeded on our
way without the trouble of being checked at this post. Nevertheless to keep
up my prestige I paid tips of two rupees at each of the posts. According
to the jurisdiction of the police outposts, one uniformed orderly is accompany-
ing me and after safely seeing us off to the borders of the next post he is
handing over charge to another man to carry on his duty. I am paying
a tip of half a rupee to every constable when he went back after his duty.
Paddy is the    main crop here.    Oriya Brahmin Pandits of Utkal
pronounce Sanskrit in a clearer manner than the pandits of Gowda    People.